The purpose of this paper is twofold. Firstly, to trace briefly throughout medical history the doctrine of constitution in relation to scrofula and phthisis, these two words describing the glandular and the pulmonary phases of the comprehensive disease tuberculosis. (It may be noted at the outset that the word tubercle is recent, and in its modern sense only dates from the time of Laennec (1820); it is about one hundred years old; scrofula and phthisis have been in use for 2000 years.) Secondly, to discuss the survival of the doctrine in modern medical thought, in the retention of this vague word scrofulous; and to determine whether it has any definite meaning or not.
To trace the history of the idea of constitution is not difficult, and is not without interest; but it is also essential for a discussion of the more difficult question of the modern teaching of constitution with regard to tuberculosis.
In this historical survey, certain periods denoting progress of knowledge and changes of idea may be roughly marked out.
Classical Period (400 B (4) The possible presence of such diverticula should be borne
